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Ya Sheng Cao, later given various other titles including Si Xian Cao, Yi Yan Hui and Fusheng Cao, is a
chant-like song in honor of Yan Hui, by reputation the favorite student of Confucius and for this reason also
known as Ya Sheng, meaning the disciple second only to Confucius himself, or the disciple closest to him. He
was considered so important that in Qufu, Confucius' home town, there is a large temple to Yan Hui. At one
time there were also temples to Yan Hui in other places, and most temples to Confucius should also include

shrines to Yan Hui.

Classical texts have many references to Yan Hui. For example, the Analects of Confucius (Lun Yu) depict
Yan Hui as someone who does not present himself in a clever way, but who is very contemplative and an

ascetic. Then, according to the Shi Ji (Records of the Grand Historian),

"Yan Hui was only 29 when his hair turned white. He died young. Confucius wailed bitterly, saying,

"Ever since | have had Hui, my disciples have grown closer to me."

Many of the stories about Yan Hui have come from the third century CE Kongzi Jiayu.Also of note is a

eulogy to Yan Hui by the Song emperor Gaozong.
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Awesome Yan Hui; awesome Yan Hui.

Think of Yan Hui, think and recall Yan Hui. Heaven mourns Yan Hui, mourn Yan Hui, Yan Hui.
Worthy Yan Hui, worthy Yan Hui. Worthy and approved, Heaven has destroyed me, Yan Hui.
Mourn Yan Hui Yan Hui; Heaven has destroyed me, Yan Hui. Mourn Heaven's destroying Yan Hui,
3000 students none his equal. Study of the Way is destroyed, Yan Hui. Recall Yan Hui, Yan Hui;
Yan Hui, how can the Way survive? Mourn that later generations don't have my Yan Hui,

Heaven destroyed Yan Hui, how can the Way survive?

Awesome Yan Hui; awesome Yan Hui. Yan Hui, Yan Hui, hear my song.
The sounds are only for Yan Hui mourning. Heaven mourns Yan Hui, study of the Way is destroyed.
Painfully grieve Yan Hui, how urgent was Fate? Pain, Yan Hui; pain, pain Yan Hui

Awesome Yan Hui; awesome Yan Hui. Recall the past, in Chen (state) without food,
Yan Hui. Recall the past, in Chen (state) without food, Yan Hui.
Painfully recall the past in Chen without food, Yan Hui;

Painfully recall the past in Chen without food, Yan Hui;

Awesome Yan Hui; awesome Yan Hui. One bowl for food, Yan Hui; one gourd for drink,
Yan Hui. On such mean streets others couldn't bear the grief;

But (YYan) Hui didn't turn from his joy.

Awesome Yan Hui; awesome Yan Hui.
Painful, painful, fate killed young Yan Hui; Bitter, bitter, fate killed young Yan Hui.

Three thousand students, none that equals Yan Hui; Three thousand students, none that equals Yan Hui;

Awesome Yan Hui; awesome Yan Hui. Heaven and earth move along, waxing and waning.

Four seasons go round again and again.

Oft again oceans change to mulberry groves; Oft it is that mulberry groves change to hills and valleys.
Summer goes, winter comes, spring turns to fall.

Sun and stars westward set, rivers flow east. Generals fighting on horseback,

where are they now? Weeds block out flowers, filling the earth with gloom.

Mourn that man's life still is rough.
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