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The commentaries attached to the gin melodies of this title, as well to the later title, Gu Qin Yin, all tell a
story involving Su Dongpo (1037 - 1101) and a female ghost5 who was formerly a "Skilled Woman", i.e., a skilled
female entertainer. Prefaces to the earliest known versions tell of Su Dongpo meeting a Skilled Woman during his
exile in Hainan island (1097 - 1100), here called by an older name, Qiongzhou. She dies of an illness, then her

ghost appears during the following dynasty.

In later versions, however, the ghost appears in front of Su Dongpo himself by Hangzhou's West Lake. One
evening he hears a woman playing outside his window, singing the lyrics of the present song. After relating the
lyrics, the story ends with, "Opening the window to trace the sound, Su Shi saw a slender young woman, who

vanished under the wall. The next day he dug there, and found an old gin."

Qin; they buried her behind the temple, west of a whitewashed wall. (Generations) later a provincial governor
staying the night at this temple suddenly heard a woman choking with sobs and singing miserably; she continued
for several hours. In the morning he tried to find out whether monks had been engaging in secret licentious
behavior, but no one knew where this came from. (Then) and old monk responded to the command (for answers)
by saying, "I heard that during a previous dynasty Master Su buried a Skilled Woman behind the temple: perhaps
this could be the spirit of that woman. (The governor) having then ordered her coffin opened, he saw the woman
embracing her gin, with the record of ci song lyrics; they were called Xiang Si Qu, and were the same as the song
he had heard the previous evening. The temple monks then recited appropriate sutras. Although the melody was

short, its message has a subtle beauty.
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(Harmonics begin)
Sounds, sounds, sounds, so heartless, truly heartless.
truly heartless ,so heartless.
Ungrateful to me, ungrateful to me,
even until today.

(Harmonics end)

Remember how in the beginning | would quietly sing,
Pour small cups, each song of mine worth thousands in gold.
But now you have discarded me under the shade of an old wall.
Autumn winds in the rushes, white clouds far off,

Flowing streams, high mountains, where can | find (you)?

(Harmonics begin)
All is miserable,
onely and comfortless:
tell (teach) me how to endure it.

(Harmonics end)
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